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RENEWABLE ENERGY 

Motion 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

The PRESIDENT: The question is that the motion be agreed to. 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.09 pm]: Thank you, Mr 
President. I think it should be agreed to, but I am not too sure that some other members will support that. We will 
see what happens over the next couple of weeks as we work our way through this issue. The question about how 
we manage renewable energy in Western Australia is an issue that I know a number of members, regardless of 
their political persuasion, are very engaged with and are keen to make comment on this motion. 

Before we had our short break and given the short period of time I have today, I started to outline some of the 
matters I want to canvass when I have more time next week. The issues we will deal with are primarily looking 
at the gaps in the system in terms of how we manage renewables, at the various types of renewables that are 
available to us, at what is actually happening in the state currently, and at some of the barriers, if members like, 
or the matters that need to be considered to ensure that they are able to come on full stream at some point. I also 
want to talk about issues related to funding for infrastructure, which is one of the key issues associated with how 
renewables need to be managed. I want to talk about the community and business attitudes and responses to 
renewables and also about some of the responses that we picked up in the state energy initiative draft document, 
and I want to talk about some of the feedback that has been given to me about the approach taken in that 
document on renewables. I will say at this point that the minister responsible probably gets a lot more excited 
about the potential associated with renewables than his own leader does. I note that in Minister Collier’s absence 
from the country, when the Premier was in charge of energy, the Premier made a comment in the media at one 
point that he thought renewables had reached their capacity in Western Australia. I thought that was a quite 
interesting comment; hence my earlier reference to the focus on gas. 

I will also talk about what plans or lack of plans the government may have for dealing with off-grid renewables. 
Given the size of our state, that is a very interesting area that needs to be pursued into the future. I will talk about 
the examples of some renewables that have been put in place in other parts of Australia and that are operating 
very effectively. I will talk about a couple of the comments that have been made in documents, particularly from 
some of the peak bodies associated with renewables in this state, the Sustainable Energy Now group and the 
Sustainable Energy Association, which I must say do some excellent work for their members in both research 
and advocacy. I will therefore come back and talk about some of their positions and some of their 
recommendations on how these areas could be managed better. Then I want to talk about some of the other 
opportunities for WA and also some of the downsides if the government does not have in place a really solid 
plan for managing renewables and broadening out their scope. We are probably in the best position here in WA 
to tap into those resources. 

During the break I was fortunate enough to attend a number of meetings related to the energy portfolio. I went to 
a forum a few weeks ago held in the city with people from the geothermal industry. I had been to their meetings 
a couple of times and I was pleasantly surprised at the growth in numbers and in the interest and level of activity 
here in WA for that particular sector. I am happy to go through in more detail next week a number of the matters 
they canvassed during that seminar and what they saw as the pluses and the barriers, if members like, to their 
particular type of renewable. I also met with people from Carnegie Wave Energy last week. They are doing 
fantastic work in their area, which again offers up very interesting potential, and I will come back and talk about 
that as well. 

Another area that we need to touch base on is the opportunity for government and community in job creation in 
the research and development area of renewables. I must say that the minister’s recent decision on the feed-in 
tariff may have had a negative impact on that industry for job opportunities, at least in the short term. We should 
also talk about the plans in which the government will engage in terms of regional planning for managing 
renewables. I will say at this point that Horizon as a utility is certainly leading the pack in the way it has 
attempted to manage the introduction of renewables into its part of the state. It seems to have a quite good 
mindset in its approach. 

Next there will be the annual energy conference and I know that the minister will go along and offer up his 
thoughts on energy in WA. At the last two conferences I attended the minister introduced the sustainable energy 
initiative at least twice, or made the announcement about it. I am therefore hoping that next week the minister 
will put more of a focus on renewables in the state and talk about how he will incorporate those into his plan. I 
am sure, given the nature of the speakers who will attend that conference, that the minister will be expected to up 
the ante on the discussion about renewables. 
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Debate adjourned, pursuant to temporary orders. 
 


